
 

Roman Republic
mainfeatures of the RomanRepublic
Magistrates replacedtheking wereappointed lictors Electedofficialswho run Rome

Lictors Bodyguards hired byimportantpeopleTheycarried fasces
consuls controlled thearmy and were the most importantmagistrates 2 consuls were selectedperyear
Censors administrators of Rome that managed finances Also
decided themembershipof thedifferentclasses

Dictator only in times ofemergency could only rule for6 months at a time reallypowerful and would controleverythingAmasterofthehorse would beappointedsothey couldn't abuse their
power
Masterof the horse Dictator'sdeputythat keptthem in line

Keyevents Silvia Arsia 509Bc

SuperbusgetstheVeiito goto war againstRomeArruns headof Tarquin'sarmy sees Brutus headofRome'sarmy theychargestraight into eachother impalingeachother upon sight Theyboth dieThebattle is inconclusive but theRomanswinbecausethey had
one more soldier alive
Superbusandthe Veii runawayBrutus is mourned

LarsPorsena 508BC

Superbusapproaches LarsPorsena KingofClusiumfor helpLarstells Rometheytheyneed to reinstate Superbus of returnhispossessions
Rome refuses andClusiumdeclares war
Lars armytakes control of the vaniculumgainingtheupperhand3 men volunteer to defendthebridgeinto thecityConewas arelative ofthe 3Albans his name was Horatius cocles
Hefoughtbravelybut thebridgeis broken Codes swamaroundaimlessely untilhe was eitherstabbed in the bum or drownedcocles was remembered as a hero
LarsseigesRomeGaiusplanstoassassinateLars ThesenateagreesHekills Lars secretarybyaccidentHe iscaught and makes up a lie that there are 299 more
assassins comingto kill himLars is scared and makes peace with the Romans Theyexchange
hostagesThey also guaranteetheVeiisafety from Rome



LakeRegillius 496BC
Dictator Postumius

key events overview
Patricians get veryinvolvedwithfightingSuperbus gets woundedDictator is ok Masterof thehorseisretiredfrom battle
Publico la's brother Valerii dies
Dictator decides to kill any Romans retreatingDictator makescavalryfight on footLatincommander Manilius kills theMasterofthehorse
Titus terminus kills Latin commander Mamilius
He then goes to retrieve the armour for the temple of
Jupiter but gets a lance through the back
and dies
TheRomanswin

The first seccession of Rome

Patron Client relationshipsbreakdown TheSenatevs Plebians

Keyevents
Old man enters theforum
Heisrecognisedas an important veteran commander who had fallen
intocripplingdebt because of war taxes and PatriciansThepeopleuproar outraged
Themob calls for theSenate threateningthemThe senators arescared and not enoughof themare there to makedecisions
Two consuls AppiusClaudiusandServilius
Claudius arrests someplebiansto set anexample
Serviliuswantsto persuadethem instead
Volscians invade and theplebeiansrefuseto fightingdebtServiliussays iftheyfighthewillreleasethemfrom 1Theplebs fight and win defeatingtheVolscians
EveryoneishappyexceptfromClaudiusClaudius cancels their debt relief and thepeopleuproar
Claudius appoints dictator ManiusValeriustocrushtherebellion
Valeriusappeals to thepeople instead

j
Aheadstrong man who was settlingthematter withthe plebs
byarresting them
Helater underminesServiusand cancels debt relief
More inclined to gentlemeasures believed that it was safer

o and easier topersuade the plebeians
inHispersuasivebehaviourledthem towinagainst the Volscians



Rome'sfirst secessioncaused ar amine
Meneniussaystheyare all part of the samebody and needto worktogetherSicinius theleader of thePlebeiansecession forcedthe senate to
givetheplebeianstribunes so thattheywould have a voice in theSenate

How effective were the Plebeiantribunes
2plebiantribunes were appointed
Because of the famine caused by the 1st sec cessionsomeone called Marcius Coriolanus says that the pubsshould be left to starve
The tribunes indicted him and demanded that he be
put on trialCoriolanus ignoredthem so they threatened violenceTheplebs riot so the senators agreeto use Coriolanus as a
scapegoat and set fair foodpricesRather than face trial Coriolanus flees to the Volsci

Agrarian laws USGBC
Tribunes proposed what the plebs really wanted a
series of Agrarian laws

ValeroPublilius 473B

ValeroPublilius aplebian refusedto jointhe army as a soldier as hehadpreviously servedas a commander To avoid arrest he told thepeople
thatthe tribunes weretooscaredor toofriendlywiththe senate tohelpthepeople Themobturnedon the lictorsand heescaped
TheSenate assembled to decidehowto punishValero Theelder
senators urged caution and Valero was freed

Volerosuccessfullycampaignedto becomethe nexttribunein 472BC He
demanded a changeto thetribunevotingsystemLivysuggestedthat volero was right todemandreform rather than to incitesendition

Volero's request frightenedtheSenate if valero's proposals were
acceptedthenthe patricianswouldhave nocontrolover theelectionsof
tribunes Anyone couldbecomea tribune
AppiusClaudius son AppiusClaudius No 2 was elected as consul
Valero andAppiusdashedviolently Toprevent civil unrest Appius
Claudiuswascoercedintoacceptingthe law

TheindictmentofAppiusClaudius
In 470BC AppiusClaudius was indictedby thetribunes Appiusrefusedto aknowledgethechargesagainsthim This caused widespread
unrestThe trial was suspended until a laterdate to avoidfurther
conflictDuringthe suspensionAppiusdied



The volero reforms hadstrengthened thetribunes Thereductionof
senatorial influence allowed theplebianto elect peoplewho were more
likely to representthem
Gaius Terentiliusand and thedemand to limit consular power
Quintus Fabiusproposed in467Bc that land taken from theVolsci
could be usedto create a colonyfor the plebiansBycreating acolonyFabius was able to offer new land to Roman plebians
Reducing the demand for land reformweakened the influence ofthe tribunes

Gaius Terentillius Harsa adopted a new approach The absenceof the consulsgave him an opportunity to demandconstitutionalreform Terentius demanded a written constitution todefine and
limit thepowersof the consul Terentiliusclaimed that consuls abusedtheirpower and acted with more freedom than kings
Quintus Fabius attacked Terentilius and called him a
traitor Fabius asked Terentilius to present his ideas to theconsuls when they returned The senate agreed that
Terentilius ideas were worth investigating but they would notvoteon the matter untiltheyhad more information Thisgave theSenate the excuse not to do anything
The creation of the Decemvirate
Thetribunesalways realised that the senate wouldn't take
Terentivius demands seriously
By 454 Bc a new spirit of cooperationbeganAmbassadors were sent to Athens to investigate its laws
the laws of Solon

on their return in 452 Bc the Senate created the Decemvirate
arulingbodyof 10 menTheconsuls and tribunes were replacedby 10 patricians men and a
new law code was enforced

Livysaid the first decimvirate was just and fair

Appius Claudius Crassus no 3 created the first ten tables of
law Whenthey were first displayed thePlebeians flocked to seethem in the forum Despitewidespreadapproval they wanted morelaws It was agreed that 10 new men were to be elected for
this purpose
Theplebeians were sohappy with the Decemvirate that theydidn't want tribunes

AppiusClaudiusCrassus became a hero to the people of Rome
especiallytheplebians
Crassus was in fact decieving the people of Rome



The second Decemvirate

Many senators were concerned by Crassus and stupidly
put him incharge of electing the 10 men

Manipulating the selection process Appius erects himselfand 9 allies They were called the ten tarquin s

The secondDecemviratebecomes a tyranny each member had
12 bodyguards
Crassus attack the Dubians and hisenemies holding unfair trialsin their own homes
In 449Bc they said they were to rule for another year
Opposition of Valerius and Horatius

Crassus and the 2nd Decemvirate rule Rome
unchecked
The Sabines and Aequi attack Roman colonies no
senators or plebeians cooperatedCrassus used lictors toforcibly assemble a quorum Valerius
and Horatius stand upagainst them Anarmy was assembledhoweverthey lose
The abduction ofVirginia
Crassus lusted after a plebian gin calledVirginia Virginia was
engagedto Lucius icilius aformer tribune

Despitehis pleas Virginia turns Crassusdown leadingCrassus toask his friend to claim that shewas a runaway slave
She isput on trial duringwhichshe asks to begranted extra timeCrassus agreesbut only if shesleepswith him
Lucius I cilius exposes Crassus plans andshe isgranted extra time
with no conditions

Duringthis time Virginia contacts her father hereturns from war
Atthe trial the nextday she accompanies her father Verginius to thetrial evidence that she was not a slave

Crassus dismisses this evidencecallingVirginiaa slave and
Verginiusa traitor

Knowing that there is nothingelse he could do verginius stabs his
daughter Killingher but sparingherfrom a life of crueltyand abuse

Verginiusthen runs away back to his military camp



Thesecond Seccession
on return to his camp verginiusaddresses his fellow troops
encouragingthem to go back to Rome and abandon the battle
The Senate sent envoys to talk to the troops but they would onlyspeak to Valerius and Horatius who tell the senate thattheywouldonlynegotiate if the Decemvirate was removed
ThePlebeians moved all their families to the sacred Mount againRomewas empty
Left with no choice the Decemvirate agreed to step asidebut only if they were protected
Theplebeiansdisagreed but restored consuls and tribunes
The Valerio Horation laws

After thePlebs asked for something theywere met with acompromise 10tribunes
Verginius and LuciusIciliuswere 2110 tribunes
Valerius and Horatius are electedas consuls
Lawswere made to protect the Plebeians
Appius Claudius Crassus indictment
Crassus was indictedby the tribunes He kills himself before thetrial
The remainder of the Decemvirate do the same or flee

The twelve tables of Rome

Valerius and Horatius beforedestroyingtheesappingarmy publishedthe 12 tables of law available to au in anguagethey
gave all Roman citizens basic civil rights
Attendance
Theft Criminal acts
Lendingand debtors Property law
Family law and rightsof father Public law and treason
inheritance

Protected Patricianspossessionownershipslavery IfIIeifesap
ricians.Lawchanges by 440BC

The plebs demand more change one tribune used his
power to overthrow the marriage ban between Patricians
and Plebs and that Plebs could run for consul

The Senate offered a compromise Plebeians could now be
militarytribunesgivingthem the power to command armies andseek the same victorious glory as consuls


